
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR GUIDE

Rethink
what’s inside

How can you meet production targets 
and still hit profitability goals?



Look inside your changing world.
Every day our customers tell us it’s getting more and more difficult for manufacturing 
plants to stay ahead as budgets shrink and competition grows more aggressive, and 
more global. Unplanned, and even planned, downtime impacts operating costs and 
your ability to meet demanding production targets and profitability goals. 
 
Hidden costs threaten your bottom line
Mounted bearings are often accepted as disposable in applications perceived as non-critical. The 
impact of reliable mounted bearings to the overall health of your machinery and production lines is 
often overlooked. However, by overlooking the criticality of these bearings, plants like yours suffer 
from the “hidden” costs of lost production, higher maintenance costs, and larger-than-necessary 
spare parts inventory. As a result, lower tier, less reliable mounted bearing options end up costing 
more over their life cycle.

The strain of doing much more with much less
Global competition is forcing manufacturers to meet rigorous production targets while operations 
and maintenance budgets are slashed. At the same time, you’re losing many of your most 
experienced and knowledgeable plant workers to retirement, budget cuts or poaching from 
competitors. Fewer personnel, working shorter hours, must run and maintain more equipment at 
lower cost, while also delivering higher throughput, higher availability, and higher profits. In this 
lean environment, you need external resources that can help you achieve your challenging goals.



10,000
PEOPLE IN THE U.S.  
BECOME ELIGIBLE  
FOR RETIREMENT  

EVERY DAY1

51%
LIFE CYCLE COST OF A 
TYPICAL COMPONENT 

ASSOCIATED WITH 
DOWNTIME AND 
MAINTENANCE2

Rethink how you reach your goals.
What if you had a team of experts on call to help you meet 
production goals while keeping costs in line?
Reducing costs without sacrificing machine performance is a challenge. But optimizing key 
components, like bearings, can drive a positive, long-term impact. When you work with SKF, 
you get more than just high-quality mounted bearings that improve machine performance. 
You also get a partner with unparalleled knowledge to help you maximize your operational 
effectiveness. With SKF, you will expand your team to include experts with deep expertise  
and specialized training in rotating machinery. With SKF’s quality products and best-in-class 
service, you can extend the life of your machines, increase efficiencies, minimize downtime, 
and reduce operating costs. 

1. Pew Research Center, 2010

2. Leveraging Passive Filters to Minimize Life Cycle Cost,  
Asia Power Quality Initiative, 2016

Reduce hidden costs
Don’t let lower quality solutions expose you to 
unplanned downtime that could be avoided, and 
force you to carry excess spare parts inventory. 
Working with SKF you get:

•  Quality insert bearings in industry standard 
housings

•  High volume, precision manufacturing 
processes for premium quality without  
driving up costs

•  Standardized product specifications for  
quick interchanges of existing parts

Do more with less
Don’t let a shrinking workforce of experienced 
personnel prevent you from reaching your 
goals of improved efficiency, productivity and 
profitability. With SKF you can expect:

•  Best-in-class local account support: field 
sales and service, domestic customer service, 
application engineers, and industry specialists

• Specialized bearing expertise throughout 
the life cycle to boost reliability in your 
processes

• Engineering hotline that puts state-of-the-art 
application knowledge at your fingertips
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What’s inside our world-class  
mounted bearings?
A world of reliability. 

For years, conventional wisdom has held that mounted 
bearings must be replaced at relatively frequent 
intervals because they are not designed to provide 
long-lasting performance. It’s time for you to 
rethink that point of view. 

We are launching a comprehensive 
line of mounted bearings to expand 
the range of products you can count 
on from SKF. Unlike many of the 
leading providers of mounted units 
that source insert bearings from lower tier 
manufacturers, with SKF you can trust the 
quality of the housing and, most importantly,  
the bearing inside.

Keep all your applications running as reliably as 
possible – even the ones you haven’t thought of as 
uptime-critical until now – and streamline your plant 
inventory with high-quality SKF mounted bearings.

Rethink what’s inside the machines that run your 
plant – and the mounted bearings they depend on. 
Think SKF.

SKF mounted bearings offer: 

• Expanded range and availability for  
inch and metric sizes

• Standardized designation system 

• Solid, robust housings designed to  
ABMA standards 

• Intuitive nomenclature and competitive 
interchange to facilitate ease of ordering

• Options for corrosive environments 

• Options for hard-to-access applications 
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